
 

Part 3 “Hanukkah” 

River of Life Connection with Hanukkah 

John 10:22 “At that time the Feast of the Dedication (Hanukkah) took place at Jerusalem; 23 it 

was winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple in the portico of Solomon.” (Looking at the 

festive lights) 

 Cleansing the temple 

 Rebuilding the altar of prayer and worship 

 Extra oil and revival fire 

 Supernatural victory in warfare 

To know the Lord and his ways 

Phil 3:10 “that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His 

sufferings, being conformed to His death; 11 in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the 

dead.” 

 Not because of threatened by his power 

 Not because of his blessings or what he will do for you 

 Not just on an intellectual basis 

 But to know and love him for who he is 

 To live and walk in fellowship with him and learn him and his ways 

Can these burnt stones live 

Nehemiah 4:2 “He spoke in the presence of his brothers and the wealthy men of Samaria and 

said, "What are these feeble Jews doing? Are they going to restore it for themselves? Can they 

offer sacrifices? Can they finish in a day? Can they revive the stones from the dusty rubble even 

the burned ones?" 

Psalms 138: 6 “For though the LORD is exalted, Yet He regards the lowly, But the haughty He 

knows from afar.”  Psalms 34:18 “The LORD is near to the brokenhearted and saves those who 

are crushed in spirit.” 



 Days of Nehemiah and Ezra:  small beginnings after Israel was crushed through exile. 

 God visits to the humble and broken, but opposes and is distant toward the prideful and 

self-sufficient ones 

 God will put us through a crushing, then he will visit us with his awesome presence 

 We have to be humble and accept the correction of the Lord.  Jesus made a whip and 

cleansed the temple of his day. 

 Pseudo-spirituality: charismatic witchcraft 

Not by human might or power but by my Spirit 

 Parashat Miketz about Joseph’s rise to power after crushing of the pit and prison 

 Haftarah of 1 Kings 3 and Solomon’s rise to power and prayer for wisdom 

 Hanukkah Haftarah Zechariah 2-4 

o High Priest Joshua replacing dirty garments with clean 

o The two trees pouring forth oil and promise of the Spirit causing this temple to be 

rebuilt.  An olive has to be crushed to get the oil 

Antiochus Epiphanes was a crazy delusional Greek ruler over the area of Syria and most of the 
middle east. He wanted to conquer Israel fully and sought to do away with God’s word and 
culture and make all Jews become Greek. He tried to prevent things like circumcision, Sabbath 
observance, celebrating feasts, keeping a kosher diet, study of Torah, or going to synagogue. 
He was successful at temporarily stopping the Temple rituals, erecting a statue of Zeus, 
sacrificing a pig on the altar, then pouring the pig’s broth over things like Torah scrolls etc…. He 
desperately wanted to defile the Temple area. He erected shrines and altars throughout the 
land, and the people were forced to offer sacrifices as tokens of their acceptance of the new 
religion. Some Jews were fine with this transition, but most were deeply troubled and stayed 
totally devoted to God. Those who were disobedient to the Greeks were either tortured or killed 
or both. Their bodies were mutilated, and while they were still alive and breathing, they were 
crucified. The wives, and sons whom they had circumcised, were strangled. Some were 
crucified with the dead bodies of their children made to hang around their necks. Hebrews 
chapter 11 talks about those that were martyred and tortured. Some Biblical scholars say this 
reference included those that died taking a stand for the Lord against Epiphanes and his violent 
assault through the Seleucid military. 

If Epiphanes had been successful long term in extinguishing God’s people and culture and 
replaced it with his, the stage for the appearing of Christ would have been destroyed. Just as 
Herod was trying to kill all the male babies in an attempt to kill the Christ child, so satan stirred 
up Epiphanes in an attempt to stop the coming of the future messiah. 

The Maccabees were a family of faithful priests. The king Epiphanes sent representatives 
throughout the land. In Moedin there was to be a sacrifice and the representative asked the 
influential priestly leader Mattathias to do the sacrifice as a pledge of his allegiance to the Greek 
king Epiphanes. He stated “far be if from us to desert the law and the ordinances. We will not 
obey the king’s words by turning aside from our religion neither to the right or the left.” Another 
Jew came forward in the sight of all to offer a sacrifice on the altar, and like his ancient ancestor 
Phineas, Mattathias burned with zeal for the Lord and killed the Jew right there on the spot. This 
started a war. 



The Maccabees (name derived from the Hebrew word for hammer) became a group of warrior 
priests that rallied for war and God gave them victory though they were very small in number. 
After the death of their father Mattathias, Judah his son took charge. In a three year bloody war, 
they pushed back the king and his large army (which was a supernatural victory). Then they 
proceeded to rededicate and cleanse the Temple as holy unto God. After realizing there was 
only enough oil for one day of the menorah being lit, they lit it (it was supposed to burn night and 
day), and God gave them another miracle in that the oil did not run out for 8 days. This was 
enough time to make more oil. This is why there are the 8 candles lit on the Hanukkah menorah. 

So on Kislev 25th in 165 BC, exactly three years after the altar to Zeus had been set up, the 
temple was cleansed, and the daily burnt offering and other religious ceremonies resumed.  

The Hanukkah celebration involves lighting a light each night of the 8 day period. So the light 
gets brighter every night until the final night when all 8 are lit along with the shamash (servant) 
candle totaling 9. As Christians this is an extremely powerful time to remember. We obviously 
have Christmas around this same time as well, but without Hanukkah there would be no 
Christmas. Yes it was that serious. The Temple could have been destroyed and the Hebrew 
culture done away with. But God brought a miracle for his people! The great warning of 
Hanukkah:  Assimilation 

The king Epiphanes was trying to force God’s people to become like the sinful world around 
them. He wanted them to assimilate into the evil world’s idolatrous system of that day. As 
followers of Christ, there should be a huge difference in our lives compared to the sinful world 
around us. We should stick out like a star in the night’s sky. People should take note about us 
that we talk different, dress different, drink different, and act different than the sinful world 
around us. We are truly a new creation in Christ. This is a time to honestly examine our lives 
before the Lord. 

 Worldly partying, alcohol, profanity, and sex outside of marriage 

 Major increase in tattoos, piercings, and ungodly entertainment 

 Yoga, Harry Potter, and other occult influences (people reject revival and embrace a 
counterfeit) 

 Services are more like putting on a show 

7 Things to consider today as followers of our Messiah Jesus.  

1. This is a time for rededicating our lives unto the Lord and deeply consecrating ourselves unto 
him since we are the Temple of the Holy Spirit. Also consecrate your home as holy unto the 
Lord.  Let’s cleanse our temples.   

2. Seek the Lord for major breakthroughs in warfare. Are there stubborn situations that truly 
need change. Like in the days of the Maccabees, Joshua with the walls of Jericho, or Gideon, 
we can see God can give great breakthroughs in the most dire situations. 

3. Seek the Lord for a fresh anointing and move of revival in your life. The Lord is coming 
for wise virgins with extra oil (Matt 25). Hanukkah speaks of supernatural oil and fire. 

4. Like the lit menorah, we are called to a be a light in this world. Live a life that is truly righteous 
and causes people to know there is a God in heaven. The middle candle is called the shamash 
or servant candle from which all others get their fire. It represents Jesus being the source of all 



light. With that candle all the other candles are lit. Jesus is our source of life, light, truth, 
revelation, and victory in all warfare.  

5. Just like the Maccabees had to do, and Elijah had to do on Mt Carmel, we need to rebuild 
the altar of the Lord. Let’s get our personal prayer lives where they need to be again. 

6. This is a time of tipping the scales of justice. The Lord promised us that if an evil judge 
would give a persistent widow justice, how much more would our heavenly father give justice 
unto his children (Luke 18). Over this last year we have sown much into the kingdom, but has 
satan stolen anything from you? Petition the Lord for justice! Proverbs 6:31 states when a thief 
is caught he must restore sevenfold what he has stolen.  

7. A mighty fortress is our God.  It is also customary to read from Psalm 30 during this time. 
There is a beautiful Jewish poem called Maoz Tzur that is read at Hanukkah each year.  

Maoz Tzur 

Rock and fortress of my salvation, to you it is fitting to give praise. May the house of my prayer 
be build, and there we will bring an offering of thanks. When you prepare a place of slaughter 
for the blaspheming enemy. Then will I lift my voice with a song of dedication of the altar. 

My soul was satiated with tribulations, my strength was sapped with sadness. My life was 
embittered with difficulty of the enslavement to the kingdom of the calf [Egypt]. But with his great 
hand, he extricated the beloved treasured nation. The army of Pharaoh, and all his descendants 
sunk like a stone into the depths. 

He brought me to the sanctuary of his holiness, but there, too, I had no rest. The oppressor 
[Nebuchadnezzar] came and exiled me, for I had worshipped foreign gods, and the poisonous 
wine [of sin] I did taste. I had barely left my land when the end of the Babylonian exile came, 
with Zerubabbel and at the end of the seventy years, I was emancipated. 

Cut down the towering cypress [of Mordechai], the Agagite son of Hamdata [Haman] requested. 
But is has become an entrapment for him, and his arrogance was silenced. You raised the head 
of Mordechai- and the enemy- his name you erased. His many sons, his possessions, you 
hanged on the tree. 

The Syrian-Greeks gathered upon me [story of Hanukkah] in the days of the Hasmonians. They 
broke through the walls of my towers, and defiled all the oils of the Temple. But from the 
remnant of the flasks, a miracle was wrought for the roses [Israel]. The men of wisdom [the 
sages] instituted eight days of song and praise. 

Unleash your holy arm, and bring near the final salvation. Avenge your servants from the evil 
nation. For it has been too long already, and there is no end to the days of evil [possible 
prophecy of the end times with the antichrist]. Repel the red one [descendants of Edom-possible 
reference to Palestians], and raise up for us the seven shepherds [coming true Messiah with his 
righteous ones after the Tribulation]. 


